2l6	THE   VICAR   OF   MORWENSTOW
Jesus said: ' Ye have done it unto me!'
The ancient church of Morwenstow, on the northern
shore of Cornwall, notwithstanding a large outlay of the
present vicar, has fallen into dilapidation and disrepair.
A great part of the oak shingle roof requires to be relaid.
The walls must be painted anew, and the windows,
benches and floor ought to be restored. To fulfil alHhese
purposes, a sum amounting to at least £500 will be
required. In the existing state of the Church-rate law, it
would be inexpedient and ineffectual to rely on the local
succour of the parishioners, although there is reason to
confide that the usual levy of a penny in the pound per
annum (sixteen pounds), now granted in aid of other
resources, would never be withheld. But this church,
from the interest attached to its extreme antiquity and its
striking features of ecclesiastical attraction, is visited every
year by one or two hundred strangers from distant places,
and from Bude Haven in the immediate neighbourhood.
It appears, therefore, to the vicar and his friends, that an
appeal for the sympathy and the succour of all who value
and appreciate the solemn beauty and the sacred asso-
ciations of such a scene might happily be fraught with
success. A committee, to consist of the vicar and church-
wardens, of J. Tarratt, Esq., late of Chapel House, Mor-
wenstow, and W. Rowe, Esq., solicitor, Stratton, will
superintend the disposal of the contributions, under the
control of a competent builder, and account to the
subscribers for their outlay.
And the benediction of God the Trinity will assuredly
requite every kindly heart and generous hand that shall
help to restore this venerable sanctuary of the Tamar side.
A voluntary rate raised £32; and offertory,
£2 2s. lo^d; and he had donations of about £150
from various friends.
In 1874 he went to London for his health. He was
very much broken then, suffering in his heart and
from sciatica. At the same time he resolved to
preach in such churches as were open to him, for the
restoration fund of St. Morwenna's sanctuary.
He wrote to me on the subject:
16  HARLEY ROAD,   SOUTH  HAMPSTEAD,   April   20,   1874.
My dear Sir,—I am here in quest of medical aid for my wife

